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How are public school divisions and public 
schools created and governed?

Article VIII – Sec. 5(a) of the 
Constitution of Virginia

The Board of Education shall,
subject to such criteria and
conditions as the General
Assembly may prescribe, the
Board shall divide the
Commonwealth into school
divisions of such geographical
area and school‐age population
as will promote the realization
of the prescribed standards of
quality, and shall periodically
review the adequacy of existing
school divisions for this purpose.

Article VIII – Sec.  7 of the 
Constitution of Virginia

The supervision of schools in each
school division shall be vested in
a school board, to be composed
of members selected in the
manner, for the term, possessing
the qualifications, and to the
number provided by law.
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How are State agencies created and 
governed?

Article III – of the Constitution of Virginia

Section 1. Departments to be distinct.

The legislative, executive, and judicial departments shall
be separate and distinct... however, administrative
agencies may be created by the General Assembly
with such authority and duties as the General
Assembly may prescribe.
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How is the VSDB governed?
§ 22.1‐346. Rights and duties of the Board of Visitors of 
the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind; 
supervision of school; appointment and removal of 
officers and faculty; 

C. The Board of Visitors of the Virginia School for the Deaf 
and the Blind shall be charged with the operational control 
of the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind at 
Staunton…..However, the Virginia School for the Deaf 
and the Blind shall not be defined as a school division 
for constitutional purposes. 
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Funding of Schools v. Agencies
How does the State fund 
Public K‐12 Schools?

How is the General Fund 
created?

“The Governor proposes
and the Legislature 

disposes.”

State and Local Funding of 
Public School SOQ Costs
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Comparison of K‐12 Funding & VSDB Funding
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Summary of K‐12 ExpendituresSummary of K‐12 Expenditures

7



Summary of VSDB Budgeted Expenditures
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